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Special Education 
Part 1 
Question 1 
	Assistive technology plays a crucial role in supporting positive behavior among individuals with ASD. The reason why this technology is prevalent when working with students in the ASD community is that through research, instructors and parents have discovered that these individuals interact better with objects such as computers and iPads. As such, technology enables instructors to teach academics as well as improve social skills, speech, language, and motor skills of autistic students. Besides, Ganz & Simpson (2019) assert that ASD students can efficiently process visual representation provided by electronics such as iPads as compared to the use of words in a traditional classroom set up. 
	Picture schedules, video modeling, and social stories are examples of approaches that can be applied through technology to influence positive behaviors among students with ASD.A picture schedule can be used by adding photos, drawings, and written words to represent what is going to happen in a day or during an activity. This technique can be used when an instructor intends to introduce a task that involves a series of steps. Also, an instructor can use video modeling by showing a student a video of someone completing a specific task and expect the view to imitate the activity (Ganz & Simpson, 2019). This approach can be applied when an instructor intends to help an ASD student to develop social skills or to reduce problem behaviors like aggression. Additionally, social stories can involve the recording of social situations for an autistic child with a student with reading difficulties to read along. 
Question 2
Application of picture schedule improves a student’s activity of daily living as it boosts flexibility and helps the student to adjust to changes. Also, this approach helps to reduce anxiety during the transition process as this may happen when students with ASD act without a schedule. Additionally, video recording encourages positive behaviors as the instructor can use positive reinforcement when the student completes the task he or she views from the video. Furthermore, social stories can help in improving the student’s attention, as this is crucial in learning (Boutot, 2019). An instructor can apply this approach once a day to allow the child to focus on one concept. 
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